






The Persistent Consequences of Sexual Violence:
A Case for Continued International Intervention following the Mt. Sinjar Genocide 




ABSTRACT: In August of 2014, ISIS staged numerous attacks on the Yazidi communities within the Mt. Sinjar region, massacring those who would not convert to Islam and taking the remaining Yazidis as slaves of the caliphate. Male Yazidis over seven were taken to militia training camps while females and young children were forced into domestic and sexual servitude. This paper details how international councils have failed to recognize the extent of the sexual violence committed during the Yazidi genocide. This failure is apparent in three key manifestations: (1) an overt emphasis on military action; (2) an unanswered call for further international humanitarian support, particularly for survivors of sexual violence; and (3) a lack of international criminal prosecution. Though the military efforts to reclaim the region are, as of now, successful, the impact sexual violence has had on the community is ongoing. In the refugee camps, Yazidi survivors are still extremely vulnerable, particularly Yazidi women and children. International committees must specifically focus on providing greater resources towards the Yazidi refugees, particularly those in dire need of psychological and medical support.
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Figure 1: August 4th, ISIS Offensive[footnoteRef:0] [0:  Martin Chulov. “40,000 Iraqis Stranded on Mountain as ISIS Jihadists Threaten Death.” The Guardian. (Guardian News and Media, August 06, 2014), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/07/40000-iraqis-stranded-mountain-isis-death-threat.] 
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The summer of 2014 marked the beginning of a terrifying era for the free world. As of June 10th that year, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) took Mosul, Tikrit, and Kirkuk, threatening the livelihood of millions of Iraqi Muslims. By the end of June, ISIS controlled such a significant amount of territory that it officially declared a caliphate in Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city. ISIS was only getting stronger, threatening the already tenuous control the Iraqi government held over Iraq’s Northern provinces.
While ISIS’s control over Iraq’s north-western regions was undoubtedly harrowing for most Iraqis, Iraq’s Yazidi communities had the most to fear from ISIS expansion. They were not only culturally targeted by ISIS for their distinct religious belief, but also, the Yazidi’s homeland was particularly vulnerable to the ISIS offensive. Most Yazidi resided in the mountainous Sinjar region of Northern Iraq. Since the 2003 fall of Saddam Hussein, local militias from the Peshmerga, the Kurdish defensive unit, protected Mt. Sinjar. In the summer of 2014, however, ISIS offensives on major Kurdish cities led to Peshmerga forces moving East to protect Kirkuk and Irbil frontlines. As demonstrated by Figure 1, when ISIS overtook Mosul, Sinjar’s Yazidi residents were cut off from the Peshmerga in the East. The Yazidi people were left with few to no local militias to protect their towns.[footnoteRef:1] Mount Sinjar’s remaining defense was its treacherous terrain. However, as Yazidi villagers found in the coming days, this subversive landscape with no defense system transformed their home from a fortress into a prison. [1:  The exact number and identity of the Peshmerga potentially left to defend Mt. Sinjar is still highly debated today. Many Yazidi claim that they were left completely defenseless. However, as the Peshmerga claim, there is some evidence that there was at least one, seven-hundred strong troop in the area, the Zervani, that was forced to retreat after an ISIS victory was imminently clear.] 

	The vulnerability of the Yazidis was quickly exploited by ISIS fighters--on August 2nd, 2014, ISIS launched its offensive campaign against Mt. Sinjar. Within 72 hours, almost all Yazidi villages had been emptied.[footnoteRef:2] ISIS executed roughly 1,500 Yazidis in the span of three days. Figure 2 partially reflects these Yazidi casualties, yet the exact estimates vary widely. Many of the mass graves in the region are yet to be exhumed, and the UN is unable to independently verify these figures. Regardless, ISIS forces are thought to have directly killed between 1,000 to 2,000 Yazidis. 1,500 to 2,500 Yazidis are still reported missing by their families. Due to a lack of critical supplies, these 1,500 to 2,500 Yazidis are likely to have died during their escape from ISIS.[footnoteRef:3] Local temperatures in August occasionally rose above 122°F, making food, water, and shelter even more critical for survival. In total, it is thought that roughly 2.5% of a Yezidi population of 400,000 were killed in just the first few days of ISIS’ Mt. Sinjar offensive.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  “United Nations Human Rights Council,” United Nations Human Rights Council § (2015), https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A_HRC_32_CRP.2_en.pdf, p.7.]  [3:  Valeria Cetorelli et al., “Mortality and Kidnapping Estimates for the Yazidi Population in the Area of Mount Sinjar, Iraq, in August 2014: A Retrospective Household Survey,” PLOS Medicine 14, no. 5 (September 2017), https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002297.]  [4:  ibid.] 

Figure 2: Total Casualties and Kidnapping Estimates[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ibid.] 
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Moreover, these estimates only represent the initial physical traumas of the genocide. The Yazidi women who, after months or years, were finally able to escape from their captors, suffered significant on-going physical and mental health problems due to the sexual and physical violence they experienced within their forced marriages. However, escaping ISIS does not mean Yazidi women can always be reunited with their families and neighbors. Many of these women cannot return to their ancestral homes; in some cases, entire Yazidi villages now live in the squalid conditions of Northern Syria’s refugee camps. And many women and children, who have finally been able to find their families again, have been turned away. In captivity, Yazidi women were often forced to convert--an act in the Yazidi faith that is considered worse than death. Most of the women and girls kidnapped by ISIS were also subject to sexual violence. In Yazidi culture, sexual activity that occurs outside of a monogamous Yazidi marriage, even if it is forced, can lead women to be excommunicated from their communities. Finally, if a Yazidi woman returned with a child from a forced marriage with an ISIS fighter, she was often met with a choice--abandon your child or remain banished from the community. Clearly, because of societal stigmas within the Yazidi community that ISIS exploited, the Yazidi genocide is by no means over for its female survivors.
	The implication of the Yazidi genocide’s ongoing effect is that international intervention, in regard to sexual violence of the Yazidi genocide, cannot be limited only to traditional humanitarian aid. This paper will detail four key elements in post-genocide Yazidi community reconstruction: (1) the internationally coordinated military offensive against ISIS; (2) the legal work of genocidal classification; (3) the international community’s subsequent aid efforts towards the Yazidi people; and (4) future policy recommendations. The latter three categories have a specific focus on sexual violence as ISIS’ key genocidal tactic.
Ultimately, analyzing the four key components of international and domestic efforts to fight back against ISIS’ genocidal tactics demonstrates the significant shortcomings in international policy. While the international community robustly responded to ISIS in the first two stages--military effort and genocidal classification--international aid distribution has been entirely inadequate. Particularly, Yazidi women and girls who have survived the additional traumas of forced marriages, physical abuse, and sexual violence have received few specific resources to aid their recovery. This failure has put pressure on the Yazidi community, an already disparaged, resource-lacking demographic, to do the work of sexual violence rehabilitation.
The conclusion of this paper will reflect potential policy proposals to alleviate some of this responsibility from the Yazidi community. There is significant work to do in mitigating the horrific atrocities ISIS committed--including criminal prosecution, village reconstruction in Sinjar, and refugee support. While the author will survey these suggestions, she will focus on the Yazidi survivors of sexual violence as refugees that need specific aid--further physical health resources, psychological treatment, intermediaries to assist with community re-acclimation, and protection from further trauma.
❈❈❈
[bookmark: _26y9g35mm0aq]Military Offensives
[bookmark: _o3wg1b7fw31l]Operation “Inherent Resolve” and its International Partners
	Before the United Nations even classified ISIS’ Mt. Sinjar offensive as a genocide, international actors began striking back. On August 7th, 2014, President Obama announced a long-awaited US military campaign against the Islamic State. This military intervention did include some humanitarian aid. The US military, with the support of Iraq, Great Britain, France, and Australia, airdropped food, water, and medical supplies onto Mt. Sinjar.[footnoteRef:6] While ISIS fighters shot at the planes that attempted to airdrop humanitarian goods, the supplies that made it to the roughly 40,000 Yazidis stranded on the mountain were vital. According to US military estimates, 5,300 gallons of fresh drinking water and 8,000 ready-to-eat meals were delivered.[footnoteRef:7] Starting on August 8th, the US also conducted helicopter rescue missions to evacuate the most vulnerable of the Yazidis.[footnoteRef:8] These helicopters were also shot at. Due to the danger of the missions as well as projections that many Yazidis were able to flee over the Syrian border, the helicopter rescue missions were ultimately called off after a week.[footnoteRef:9] However, in the days the helicopters were active, they were able to rescue dozens of Yazidis, including a well-known member of Iraq’s parliament, Vian Dakhil.[footnoteRef:10] As refugees continued to move quickly from Mt. Sinjar to Syria, further international aid primarily targeted distribution to Syria’s refugee camps. [6:   “United Nations Human Rights Council,” § (2015), p.7 and “Obama Authorizes Air Strikes, Humanitarian Aid Mission in Iraq,” ABC News (ABC News Network, August 7, 2014), https://abcnews.go.com/International/us-begins-humanitarian-airdrops-iraq/story?id=2488463.]  [7:  ibid.]  [8:  Cetorelli et al., “Mortality and Kidnapping Estimates” PLOS Medicine 14, no. 5 ( 2017).]  [9:  Spencer Ackerman and Nicholas Watt, “Iraq Crisis: US and Britain Call off Rescue of Yazidis on Mount Sinjar,” The Guardian (Guardian News and Media, August 14, 2014). https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/14/iraq-crisis-us-britain-rescue-yazidis-mount-sinjar).]  [10:  Dan Kedmey, “Helicopter Delivering Aid to Refugees Crashes in Sinjar Mountains,” TIME (Time, August 12, 2014), https://time.com/3103881/helicopter-mt-sinjar-moises-saman-vian-dakhil/.] 

	The US military’s airstrikes, which had also begun on August 7th, predictably proved more controversial than its humanitarian efforts. The initial controversy for US drone strikes boiled down to two main issues. First, US troops had finally ended a highly unpopular occupation of Iraq just three years prior. President Obama’s rhetoric towards the Middle East since his 2008 election was extremely isolationist; any military action in the region could jeopardize the legitimacy of Obama’s anti-interventionist stance. Thus, when Obama decided to intervene on August 7, his word choice was quite careful:
I’ve said before, the United States cannot and should not intervene every time there’s a crisis in the world. So let me be clear about why we must act, and act now. When we face a situation like we do on that mountain—with innocent people facing the prospect of violence on a horrific scale, when we have a mandate to help—in this case, a request from the Iraqi government—and when we have the unique capabilities to help avert a massacre, then I believe the United States of America cannot turn a blind eye. We can act, carefully and responsibly, to prevent a potential act of genocide. That’s what we’re doing on that mountain.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Alex J. Bellamy, “Aiding Iraqis Meets Responsibility to Protect and Could Lead to Common Ground on Syria,” IPI Global Observatory, August 11, 2014, https://theglobalobservatory.org/2014/08/aiding-iraq-responsibility-to-protect-common-ground-syria/.] 


Obama’s invocation of humanitarian necessity, at least in the first stages of the US military offensive against ISIS, helped to legitimize the cause. His sole use of an air offensive also worked to ease concerns that the US would be entangled in yet another Iraqi conflict.[footnoteRef:12] Yet, most importantly, Obama cites a direct request from Iraqi government which he had received on July 18th.[footnoteRef:13] While the request was left unfulfilled for three weeks, the unique overlaying dynamic of ISIS’ major territorial advances combined with a massive humanitarian catastrophe of an American ally, the Kurds, finally tipped the scale in favor of intervention.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  ibid.]  [13:  Paul Adams, “Iraq Formally Asks US to Launch Air Strikes against Rebels,” BBC News (BBC, June 18, 2014), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27905849.]  [14:  Other domestic and international factors are also likely to have also contributed to a change in Obama’s non-interventionist policies in Iraq in 2014. Most notably, as later suggested in Chapter Three’s “Journalistic Integrity,” the Yazidi genocide was gruetesquely marketable to Western audiences. The role of media coverage in the genocide requires further research by future researchers.] 

	However, readers must note that there is a key shift in US military strategy between August and September. This shift is likely due to the second controversial aspect of the US campaign--the lack of consent for US intervention by the Syrian government. As Yazidi refugees travelled over the Syrian border, the US faced a key issue: “Under international law, a state can use military force in another state’s territory in three situations: (1) with the latter’s consent, or (2) with Security Council authorization, or (3) when acting in self-defense against an armed attack.”[footnoteRef:15] The US had neither the consent of the Syrian state nor the justification of “self-defense against an armed attack.” Hopes of an authorization by the Security Council were quickly dashed when Russia used its Permanent Member veto to block the resolution in the Security Council.[footnoteRef:16] To move forward in its fight against ISIS, the US would have to expand its campaign into Syria; however, it had no legal grounds on the international scale to do so. [15:  Michael P Scharf, Milena Sterio, and Paul R Williams, The Syrian Conflict's Impact on International Law, version Ebook (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2020), https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=49PQDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=The Syrian Conflict’s Impact on International Law&ots=5bPEhhHN8N&sig=FbneFcfcgWnTvUES004WgAekAr0#v=onepage&q&f=false, p. 32.]  [16:  Russia had three primary reasons it was against intervention in Syria, as detailed extensively The Syrian Conflict’s Impact on International Law. First, Russia wanted to stand by its historic allyship with the Assad regime. Secondly, Russia wanted to protect its Syrian naval base-- “its only naval base outside of the former Soviet Union. Finally, Russia was “motivated by the goal of frustrating US policy in the Middle East (ibid., p. 32).] 

Regardless, the United States launched its major ISIS offensive, Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR), on September 23rd. In the infamous words of the US State Department’s spokesperson at the time, “‘We’re not looking for the approval of the Syrian regime.’”[footnoteRef:17] For the time being, international laws were overlooked. ISIS was deemed too big of a threat for, in the words of President Obama, nations to “turn a blind eye.”[footnoteRef:18] [17:  ibid., p. 32.]  [18:  For a further analysis on how the US was able to justify OIR the author suggests The Syrian Conflict’s Impact on International Law, Chapter Three “Changing Law of Self Defense against Non-State Actors” (ibid.).] 

Operation Inherent Resolve became a fundamental tool of unification for the many different positions various states took following ISIS’ successful 2014 summer. On the 17th of October  as  the Department of the Defense launched the “Combined Joint Task Force--Operation Inherent Resolve” (CJTF-OIR). Its mission was to “formalize ongoing military actions against the rising threat posed by ISIS in Iraq and Syria.”[footnoteRef:19] In short, CJTF-OIR enveloped the missions of many states into one military policy led by the US. As of November 2014, CJTF-OIR was most supported in its Syrian airstrikes by the United States’ Arab partners--  Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.[footnoteRef:20] In Iraq, the CJTF-OIR had much more international support. The first country to pledge support for the US airstrikes in Iraq was France, followed by the UK (30th of September), the Netherlands (2nd of October), Belgium (6th of October), Australia (8th of October), Denmark (16h of October), and Canada (30th of October).[footnoteRef:21] These countries were joined by Jordan and Turkey in 2015.[footnoteRef:22] Currently, the coalition represents sixty-eight states; twenty-three of which have more than nine thousand troops in Iraq and Syria to defeat the Islamic State [19:  “About Operation Inherent Resolve: HISTORY,” Operation Inherent Resolve, accessed April 27, 2020, https://www.inherentresolve.mil/Portals/14/Documents/Mission/HISTORY_17OCT2014-JUL2017.pdf?ver=2017-07-22-095806-793, p. 1.]  [20:  Louisa Brooke-Holland and Claire Mills, “ISIS: the Military Response in Iraq and Syria,” ISIS: the military response in Iraq and Syria § (2014), p. 3, https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/187711/SN06995.pdf.]  [21:  ibid., p. 5-6.]  [22:  ibid., p.6.] 


Figure 3: April 2015[footnoteRef:23] [23:   Cronk, “ISIL Loses Control,” (DOD News, 2015).] 

[image: The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’s reduced operating areas in Iraq and Syria as of April 2015. DoD photo]
This centralization was incredibly successful from 2014 to 2016 in gaining back ISIS-controlled territory; but, more importantly for the purposes of this paper, the CJTF-OIR achieved its catalyzing goal of regaining Mount Sinjar. In December 2014, Northern Sinjar was liberated and by November 2015, the entire Sinjar mountain was freed. Figure 3 demonstrates the impact of only eight months of the Coalition offensive- roughly twenty-five to thirty percent of the Iraqi territory was regained from ISIS.[footnoteRef:24] Notably though, as of April 2015, ISIS remained unable to regain Mt. Sinjar, ISIS still occupied the surrounding area to the South. Until mid-2017, ISIS sustained control over Southern Sinjar, which ISIS used as a base from which to launch attacks on the mountain.[footnoteRef:25] As CJTF-OIR efforts continued, however, ISIS was pushed completely out of the area. As of January 2017, ISIS lost sixty-two percent of the Iraqi territory and thirty percent of the Syrian territory it held in August, 2014.[footnoteRef:26] Currently, ISIS lives on in sleeper cells and prisons.[footnoteRef:27] Theoretically, at this point, the historic Yazidi homeland is now safe for its refugees to return to. [24:  Terri Moon Cronk, “ISIL Loses Control of Once-Dominated Iraq Territory,” U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (DOD News, April 13, 2015), https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/604444/.]  [25:  “Islamic State and the Crisis in Iraq and Syria in Maps,” BBC News (BBC, March 28, 2018), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034;  Valeria de Moura Sousa and Augusto W.M. Teixeira Junior, “Airpower and Counterinsurgency: The Strategic Logic of Operation Inherent Resolve,” Journal of the Americas, p 201.]  [26:   De Moura Sousa and Teixeira Junior, “Airpower and Counterinsurgency,” p. 205.]  [27:  Vera Mironova, “The Year the Islamic State Lost Its Last Strongholds,” Foreign Policy (Foreign Policy, December 27, 2019). https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/12/27/the-year-the-islamic-state-lost-its-last-strongholds/.] 

However, most of the Yazidi villages on and surrounding Mount Sinjar were razed by ISIS and the major airstrike campaigns of the CJTF-OIR; meaning that entire communities remain stranded in refugee camps. Nearly all Yazidis were displaced because of the ISIS offensive. It is thought that:
More than 300,000 Yazidis have settled in Kurdistan, with over half in camps managed by the Kurdistan regional government and the balance still scattered in construction sites and unofficial tented settlements. A relatively low number of Yazidis have settled elsewhere: by 2015, it was estimated that some 10,000 remained in tents on the north side of Mount Sinjar under Kurdish control, nearly 15,000 were reportedly in refugee camps in Syria, and at least 30,000 were known to have crossed into Turkey.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Cetorelli et al., “Mortality and Kidnapping Estimates” PLOS Medicine 14, no. 5 ( 2017).] 


Like estimates on fatalities, many statistics regarding Yazidi migration patterns during and since the genocide have a wide range of error and have not been independently verified by the UN. Regardless, combining the refugee and fatality estimates suggests that the ISIS offensive and subsequent international military response led to the homelessness of an entire people.
This result does not suggest that the military campaign was unnecessary; certainly, without foreign military intervention ISIS would have continued to massacre the Yazidis. Moreover, in the initial days of the conflict, ISIS did destroy some Yazidi villages while leaving other Yazidi homes for their former Sunni neighbors to loot and live in.[footnoteRef:29] However, the airstrikes also had significant impacts. In four years, CJTF-OIR launched more than 19,000 airstrikes.[footnoteRef:30] Yet, to cut ISIS off from its revenue strains, the international coalition targeted oil fields and public facilities that ISIS had co-opted from the local populations. These resources had supported the livelihood of entire villages. When OJTF-OIR bombed Mt. Sinjar with the intent of driving out ISIS, it simultaneously reduced infrastructures that Yazidi refugees could utilize when they returned.[footnoteRef:31] According to local Kurdish officials, Sinjar is sixty to eighty percent destroyed.[footnoteRef:32] With no stable homes to return to, many Yazidis do not have adequate access to shelter. And with destroyed oil fields, Kurds and Yazidis alike were out of jobs and meaningful income. [29:  Rania Abouzeid, “When the Weapons Fall Silent: Reconciliation in Sinjar after ISIS,” European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR), accessed April 30, 2020, https://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/when_the_weapons_fall_silent_reconciliation_in_sinjar_after_isis.]  [30:  Sarhad Najat Mustafa, “Iraq's Responses Against Terrorist Groups Between 2003-2017: The Reasons of Failure” (dissertation, 2019), http://docs.neu.edu.tr/library/6812887734.pdf, p. 86.]  [31:  Seth J. Frantzman, “Turkey Bombs Sinjar Villages in Iraq Where Genocide Survivors Live,” The Jerusalem Post , November 6, 2019, https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/turkey-bombs-sinjar-villages-in-iraq-where-genocide-survivors-live-606992.]  [32:  John Beck, “Iraq's Yazidis Living in Fear on Mount Sinjar,” Al Jazeera (Al Jazeera, July 26, 2016), https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/07/iraq-yazidis-living-fear-mount-sinjar-160726063155982.html.] 

[bookmark: _89huc8is3487]Kurdish Power Struggles
	Despite the effectiveness of international actors’ airstrikes against ISIS, the Yazidi’s Kurdish allies-- most notably, the Peshmerga-- played vital roles in ground support. As a brief aside, the hegemony Peshmerga demonstrated over Northern Iraq in 2014 illustrates the concurrent absence of power in the region from the Iraqi government. If viewed favorably, the Iraqi government did have a role in protecting its Northern, Kurdish territory. As demonstrated in Figure 3, the Iraqi government did play a substantial role in protecting Southern stronghold cities, as well as the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. In an indirect sense, the Iraqi government’s request for the United States to enter the country allowed the CJTF-OIR to be successful. With the International Coalition, Iraqi troops-- which had been previously woefully undertrained, mismanaged, and underfunded-- received substantial weaponry and training.[footnoteRef:33] The Iraqi government also had a direct role in pushing ISIS out of Northern Iraq. As of January 24, 2017,  Iraqi security forces were able to liberate Eastern Mosul, the biggest Iraqi city just West of Mount Sinjar.[footnoteRef:34] Additionally, liberating Mosul meant reclaiming substantial oil pipelines that run through the area, significantly limiting the Islamic state’s  resources and revenue. [33:  ibid., p. 86. ]  [34:  ibid., p. 87.] 

Just as the boundaries of Northern Kurdish territory was not officially defined and were still considered to be part of the Iraqi government’s control, the split between the Kurdish fighters and Iraqi army is not entirely clear. Prior to the rise of ISIS in 2013, it was thought that the division between the Peshmerga forces and the Iraqi army was not absolute; about “35,000 Peshmerga [were] nominally incorporated in the Iraqi armed forces.”[footnoteRef:35] Yet, as both groups faced increasing attacks on key regional targets, they appeared merely to defend their traditional alliances. The Peshmerga focused on protecting the Kurdish North, and the Iraqi government stationed most of its troops in Southern and Central Iraq. The CJTF-OIR brought resources to both groups, meaning that each had increased cooperation towards the shared goal of pushing ISIS out of Iraq. As the Iraqi government’s ability to liberate Mosul made clear, neither Peshmerga nor the international coalition alone could defeat ISIS. The Iraqi army, though generally inadequate in preventing the ISIS take-over, was, at the least, significant in helping the CJTF-OIR to regain control over Iraq. [35:  ibid., p. 44.] 

In fact, the Iraqi army for all its faults was more politically attractive to the Coalition than, potentially, the Kurdish forces in the region. As initially described, the Peshmerga were the primary defense mechanism for the Yazidis of Mount Sinjar. Yet the Peshmerga was by no means a monolith; the Kurdish force was racked by internal division. The Peshmerga is predominately divided into two groups: (1) the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in the North-Eastern Kurdish Iraqi territory and North-Western Kurdish Syrian territory; and (2) the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) which resides primarily in North-Western Kurdish Iraq. While both parties are united under the Peshmerga, their operations remain significantly separated. Often, fighters are identified as PUK Peshmerga or KDP Peshmerga, as opposed to simply Peshmerga. The Peshmerga have worked with the Yazidi since 2003, providing employment and humanitarian support.[footnoteRef:36] Even so, the split between the PUK and KDP is thought to have contributed to the lack of defense for Mount Sinjar. According to some KDP operatives, their forces were told to retreat and those that stayed were only light armed.[footnoteRef:37] This confusion points to issues of leadership. As the International Crisis Group reflects, “The inability or unwillingness [of the Kurdish parties’ intelligence services] to share evidence” led to the fall of Mount Sinjar. [36:  Cathy Otten, With Ash on Their Faces: Yezidi Women and the Islamic State (New York; London: OR Books, 2017), https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv62hfcd, p. 32.]  [37:  ibid. p. 57.] 

In addition to the bifurcated Peshmerga forces, there are other Kurdish fighting forces. The most significant group is the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). The PKK has historically been a pariah in Western Nation eyes due to its militant activity on the Southern border of Turkey. Turkey, fearing the political upheaval that could potentially arise from a Kurdish state, has consistently pressured its NATO allies not to work with the PKK. Turkey even has labelled the PKK as a terrorist organization. To complicate the picture further, the PKK is considered to have created its own Yazidi offshoot, the Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS).[footnoteRef:38] Because Turkey considered the YBS to be a puppet of the PKK, Western military support could not officially go to the Sinjari militia. [38:  Joanna Paraszczuk, “Yazidi Militias Fight IS In Iraq, Amid Kurdish Rivalries,” RadioFreeEurope RadioLiberty, June 11, 2015. https://www.rferl.org/a/islamic-state-yazidi-militias-kurdish-region/27066780.html.] 

The complicated relationship between Turkey and the PKK also accounts for significant division between the Kurdish groups. In order to increase the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG)’s autonomy over the region, the KDP supported Turkey’s anti-PKK stance. However, moving against the PKK meant that the relationship between the KDP and YBS was also tainted. The issue does not end there, as Figure 4 helps to illustrate. The Iraqi government, which received monetary support from the CJTF-OIR, paid YBS salaries.[footnoteRef:39] Limited evidence has also revealed that the international coalition may have aided the PKK directly with weaponry and training.[footnoteRef:40] At the time, the coalition strongly denied these charges, for it was worried about upsetting Turkey. Yet in 2017, due to pressure from Prime Minister Erdogan, President Trump officially announced the end of covert US support to the People’s Protection Units (YPG), an all-female Kurdish affiliate of the PKK.[footnoteRef:41]  [39:  Christine McCaffray Van Den Toorn, “Commentary- The Wars After the War for Sinjar: How Washington Can Avert a New Civil War,” War on the Rocks (Texas National Security Review, June 20, 2016). https://warontherocks.com/2016/06/the-wars-after-the-war-for-sinjar-how-washington-can-avert-a-new-civil-war/.]  [40:  Abouzeid, “When the Weapons Fall,” ECFR, accessed April 30, 2020; James Harkin, “How the P.K.K., Peshmerga, and a Few Odd Westerners Are Fighting ISIS,” Vanity Fair, February 18, 2015. https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2015/02/fighting-isis-in-iraq.]  [41:  Erin Cunningham et. al.. “Trump Tells Turkish President U.S. Will Stop Arming Kurds in Syria.” Washington Post, November 24, 2017, sec. National Security. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-tells-turkish-president-us-will-stop-arming-kurds-in-syria/2017/11/24/61548936-d148-11e7-a1a3-0d1e45a6de3d_story.html.] 


Figure 4: Kurdish Inter/Intra-Group Rivalries
Major Kurdish Groups Involved in Sinjar Defense:
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	The reason why the United State chose to covertly back the PKK is quite clear: to truly make a difference, the US-led coalition needed partners on the ground. Given that the YBS was most native to the region and the US was wary about being seen as an occupying force, the YBS was an attractive ally, albeit an enemy of Turkey. Moreover, after the Peshmerga fled from ISIS, the PKK became the Yazidi’s strongest military alliance outside of the International Coalition. The US-led coalition had to choose between upsetting Turkey or being most militarily effective. Therefore, the US formally backed Turkey and the Peshmerga, while unofficially providing support to the YBS, YPG, and PKK.
Thankfully for the sake of the Yazidis, after ISIS overtook Mount Sinjar, an official allyship formed between some of the Kurdish groups. When the Peshmerga fled Mount Sinjar in August 2014, the PKK and YBS quickly scrambled to win back control. They were also aided by the People’s Protection Units (YPG), an all woman Kurdish militia group, which provided the YBS military training.[footnoteRef:42] The alliance was finally supported by Sinjar’s Protection Forces (HPS), even though the HPS had ties to the PUK. As of August 2014, the PKK-YBS-YPG-HPS coalition, popularly known as the Sinjar Alliance, officially fought together against ISIS.[footnoteRef:43] Though the Sinjar Alliance was not officially declared until October 2015, reports suggest that the joint efforts between the YBS and PKK began in the second week of August. By the end of August, a pseudo-alliance between the YPG, PKK, YBS, and HPS was in full swing, occasionally even fighting alongside the Peshmerga forces.[footnoteRef:44] [42:  Van Den Toorn, “The Wars After the War for Sinjar”  (Texas National Security Review, 2016).]  [43:   Harkin, “How the P.K.K., Peshmerga,” Vanity Fair, 2015.]  [44:  Tracey Shelton, “'If It Wasn't for the Kurdish Fighters, We Would Have Died up There',” Public Radio International (Global Post, August 29, 2014), https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-08-29/if-it-wasn-t-kurdish-fighters-we-would-have-died-there.] 

	The Peshmerga tend to receive the highest praise by Western military officials, likely due to the inability of Turkey’s allies to profess their support for the PKK. However, in terms of militaristic humanitarian intervention, it is likely that the PKK-YBS efforts were the most successful. In the days immediately following the ISIS offensive, the PKK and YBS fought to open a safe corridor of escape for the Yezidi refugees stranded on the mountain. Most of the refugees were able to evacuate from August 9th-13th 2014, not because of the helicopter rescue missions; but rather, because of this safe corridor.[footnoteRef:45] Figure 5 demonstrates how the PKK-YBS forces were able to fend off ISIS fighters so that Yazidis could flee behind Peshmerga lines in Dohuk, Iraq and Northern Syria. It is estimated that, with the exception of one village, almost all Yazidi villages were emptied within 72 hours of the attack.[footnoteRef:46] In the words of a Yazidi refugee, “Thank God for the PKK and YPG. If it wasn’t [sic] for the Kurdish fighters, we would have died up there.”[footnoteRef:47] [45:  Cetorelli et al., “Mortality and Kidnapping Estimates” PLOS Medicine 14, no. 5 ( 2017); and  “United Nations Human Rights Council,” § (2015), pg.7, 11, 35.]  [46:  ibid. pg. 7. ]  [47:  Shelton, “'If It Wasn't for the Kurdish Fighters..',” Public Radio International (Global Post, 2014).] 


Figure 5: Safe Corridor From Mt. Sinjar[footnoteRef:48] [48:  “Displacement from Sinjar, 3-14 August,” August 20, 2014, https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/displacement-sinjar-3-14-august, p. 1.] 

[image: ]
	However, the Kurdish alliance did not last long. As the control of ISIS waned by the end of 2016, internal Kurdish rivalries came to the forefront once again. The break primarily occurred between the Peshmerga and the PKK. The Peshmerga break was likely primarily motivated by the KDP. As earlier suggested, the KDP had a tentative alliance with Turkey against the PKK, with the hope that the KRG could one day assert power over Northern Iraq. The PKK, on the other hand, desired a regional Kurdish state that included parts of Turkey, Syria, and Iraq.[footnoteRef:49] Even more important, was the KDP’s desire to reassert influence over the Mount Sinjar  region. Prior to the ISIS offensives in 2014, the KDP was a significant, emerging partner with the Yazidi community. This relationship was quickly undermined by the Peshmerga’s hasty abandonment of Mount Sinjar. Regardless, the KDP hoped that by undermining PKK influence on the Yazidis, the KRG could ultimately subsume the Yazidi community. The increased KDP concern over the future leadership of Mount Sinjar  reverberated through the Peshmerga, leading to tension within the Sinjar Alliance. In March 2017, HPS, the PUK affiliate, officially left the Sinjar Alliance.[footnoteRef:50] HPS’ leader, Haider Shasho, repeated earlier KDP statements that the PKK was “an occupational force.”[footnoteRef:51]  [49:  Umut Korkut, “Pragmatism, Moral Responsibility or Policy Change: the Syrian Refugee Crisis and Selective Humanitarianism in the Turkish Refugee Regime,” Comparative Migration Studies 4, no. 1 (March 2, 2016), https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-015-0020-9).]  [50:  Baxtiyar Goran, “Haider Shesho: Ezidkhan Units Take Orders from President Barzani, Peshmerga Ministry,” Kurdistan24 (Kurdistan24, March 9, 2017), https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/84c02995-a87c-404f-b24b-94bf453380f3/Haider-Shesho--Ezidkhan-Units-take-orders-from-President-Barzani--peshmerga-Ministry-.]  [51:  “Yezidi Forces Form Alliance against IS,” ÊzîdîPress - English (ÊzîdîPress, October 31, 2015), http://www.ezidipress.com/en/yezidi-forces-form-alliance-against-is/.] 

	Currently, the Kurdish militia rivalries exacerbate the humanitarian crisis of Mount Sinjar . The PKK is blocked from entering Dohuk, the KDP stronghold, and even Yazidis who are part of the Peshmerga report not being allowed adequate military equipment.[footnoteRef:52] The KDP’s suspicion of the PKK continues to transfer to the YBS, meaning that it is very difficult to get supplies into Mount Sinjar . A common phrase of Sinjaris is, “You cannot take a packet of sugar into Sinjar,” reflecting the frustration over the blockades, tariffs, and high taxes on certain items.[footnoteRef:53] For a bomb-stricken region attempting to rebuild itself, these shortages in supplies only serve to exacerbate the crisis. [52:   Van Den Toorn, “The Wars After the War for Sinjar”  (Texas National Security Review, 2016).]  [53:  ibid.] 

❈❈❈
[bookmark: _8q8645kq19it]Classifications of Genocide
[bookmark: _rlfuzkaudfhy]Legal Historiography: Genocide and Sexual Abuse
	Though the military efforts were quite successful in restoring Yazidi territory, with the exception of immediate support, humanitarian aid was slow-coming to the Yazidi refugees. Even when some aid was delivered, its supplies were limited in their capacity to support survivors of sexual violence, as the next section will detail. However, it is important to first explore the convoluted process that preceded the delivery of such aid. This chapter reviews the specific process through which a genocide is determined. Moreover, it focuses on how sexual abuse has only recently been considered as an integral component of genocide.
	There are four primary categories the International Criminal Court (ICC) uses to define crimes. Starting from most to least severe, these categories include genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and crimes of aggression. Each is distinguished by different elements and each requires different responses from the international community. Most notably, a genocide is the only level of crime that specifies the duty of state intervention. The elements for a genocide, nonetheless, are the most demanding. According to Article II of the 1948 Geneva Convention:
In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:
(a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
(e)  Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.[footnoteRef:54]  [54:  “Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,” Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide § (1947), pp. 280, https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume 78/volume-78-i-1021-english.pdf.] 


Thus, to be considered a genocide, a crisis must have three necessary characteristics: (1) intent to destroy a group; (2) targetting on national, ethnic, racial, or religious grounds; and (3) the aforementioned physical acts. Notably, the article does not specifically prevent targeting on grounds of gender, though it does highlight the forcible transfer of children and prevention of birth as significant offenses. 
	Gender and sexual-based violence as elements of genocide were not introduced until the Rwandan genocide. Though gender based violence has occurred throughout all of history, the media coverage of systematic rape, abduction, and other tools of gendered violence during the Rwandan genocide brought significant awareness of the issue to the global public. As trials followed the genocide, a legal precedent was finally established. With the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda Akayesu (1997) judgment-- a Rwandan genocide case that prosecuted a Taba mayor for the rape, murder, and torture of Tutsis[footnoteRef:55]-- rape was finally considered as a tool of genocide.[footnoteRef:56] The Akayesu judgment importantly “provided the first international tribunal definition of rape.”[footnoteRef:57] The ICTR tribunals signalled a new era of international criminal prosecution; sexual violence was formally introduced to international law. [55:  For the entire case briefing: THE PROSECUTOR v. JEAN-PAUL AKAYESU, International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda- Judgment- United Nations (International Criminal Court,  2001). https://unictr.irmct.org/sites/unictr.org/files/case-documents/ictr-96-4/appeals-chamber-judgements/en/010601.pdf.]  [56:  Carmel O'Sullivan, “Dying for the Bonds of Marriage: Forced Marriages as a Weapon of Genocide,” Hastings Women's Law Journal 22, no. 2 (March 10, 2013): pp. 271-294, https://eprints.qut.edu.au/57902/, p. 2.]  [57:  ibid., p.2.; 6, p.312.] 

Partially because of the progress made during the ICTR trials, gender-based violence was able to be considered within international legal frameworks. After the crimes during the Sierra Leone Civil War in the late 20th and early 21st century, both the AFRC Trial (2007) and the RUF Trial (2009) were held. Each of these trials independently established legal precedents for forced marriages to be recognized as crimes against humanity.[footnoteRef:58] The combination of these three cases’ rulings account for major advances in how ICC prosecutors can defend the Yazidi’s gender-based crimes. [58:  ibid., p.2.] 

	The final, but arguably, the most powerful change of international legal standards’ of gender-based violence is the ICC’s adoption of The Rome Statute. The Rome Statute was adopted on July 17, 1998 and ratified on July 1, 2002. It was revolutionary for numerous reasons. The Rome Statue responded to sexual violence committed by armed forces “in an unprecedented fashion-- for example, by including sexual violence in an enumerated list of war crimes and crimes against humanity, codifying ‘gender’ as a chargeable element of the crime of persecution, and establishing prosecutorial obligations to take special note of gender when conducting investigations and prosecutions.”[footnoteRef:59] Essentially, gender and sexual violence were no longer vague terms; the Rome Statute created specific international legal definitions to prosecute gender and sexual based violence. Assuming that the codification of crime deters potential criminal activity, as some social scientists argue, the Rome Statute was extremely significant.[footnoteRef:60] [59:  Martha Minow, C. Cora True-Frost, and Alex Whiting, eds. The First Global Prosecutor: Promise and Constraints. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2015. Accessed April 10, 2020. www.jstor.org/stable/10.3998/mpub.6727764, p. 310.]  [60:  ibid., p.316.] 

The social deterrence theory may not be as applicable to ISIS proper, given that flouting international norms and utilizing violence is fundamental to its strategy. However, as social pscyhologist Philip Zimbardo argues, the legal codification of sexual violence does significantly impact partners of rogue actors. Zimbardo’s research has been widely verified and praised by his own social science colleagues, and also reflects similar trends in genocidal theory. As Gregory H. Stanton describes in “The Eight Stages of Genocide,” genocidal behavior is typically preempted by formal and informal legitimization of “in group” versus “out group” divisions.[footnoteRef:61] Ruth Seinfert, who focuses on sexual violence in armed conflict similarly argues that rape is used to demonstrate that the “in group” can easily violate the boundaries of the “out group.”[footnoteRef:62] Zimbardo’s theory validates both of these conclusions, additionally suggesting that “command complicity”-- an actor committing horrific acts solely because of their deference to authority-- can be most effectively undermined with different modicums of authority.[footnoteRef:63] According to his work, if local Sunni Iraqis felt the presence of international actors-- specifically, the UN and ICC--Sunni Iraqis would be less likely to commit acts of sexual violence. This result does not end up being the case in the Yazidi genocide-- many local Sunnis did assist ISIS with the massacre-- but does offer a strategic argument for future intervention if ISIS returns. [61:  Gregory H. Stanton. Originally presented as a briefing paper, “The Eight Stages of Genocide” at the US State Department in 1996. Discrimination and Persecution have since been added to the 1996 model. Available at: https://www.scasd.org/cms/lib5/PA01000006/Centricity/Domain/1482/TenStages.pdf.]  [62:  Minow, True-Frost, and Whiting, eds. The First Global Prosecutor. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2015, p. 316.]  [63:  ibid., p. 317] 

	Just as the impact of Zimbardo’s work on the Rome Statute is emerging slowly, data is only just beginning to emerge on how international efforts to prosecute sexual violence in the past two decades has impacted current armed conflicts. However, as extensive academic work on sexual violence continues to be published and the after-shocks of landmark ICC cases settle, there is still a legal precedent. This result means that there is at least the potential to prosecute ISIS’ extensive use of sexual violence.
As this chapter will argue, the significant scholarship on the topic of sexual violence has been rhetorically applied to the Yazidi genocide, but has yet to elicit the formal and necessary international interventions this scholarship recommends. In other words, the United Nations recognizes that ISIS actions are clearly a genocide and that sexual violence is a key component, but has failed to follow its own guidelines on how to respond to this atrocity.
[bookmark: _hyb2mhd13re]Application of Legal Precedent- Article II 1948 Geneva Convention
	There is little question that ISIS’ actions explicitly violated all three of the aforementioned standards of Article II in the 1948 Geneva Convention that gave the Mount Sinjar  massacre the status of a genocide. Most blatantly, the Yazidis were targeted on their religious grounds. ISIS representatives even specify in Daaqib, a popular ISIS magazine, “Our war with Kurds is a religious war.”[footnoteRef:64] The reason for ISIS’ genocidal objective reflects years of tension between Muslims and Yazidis.[footnoteRef:65] A reclusive community, Yazidis throughout their history developed religious traditions distinct from their Arab neighbors. Most notably, Yazidis commemoralize a key story similar to that in the Old Testament --Angel Azaziel’s refusal to prostrate himself before Adam-- in a far more positive manner than the Abrahamic faiths.[footnoteRef:66] The Abrahamic religions believe Azaziel’s refusal to bow was why he was banished to hell; the Abrahamic version is the origin story for the Devil. Conversely, the Yazidis believe that Azaziel’s refusal to bow was forgiven by God. Rather than condemn Angel Azaziel as a Satanic figure, the Yazidis venerate him as Azaziel Melk Taus (The Peacock Angel), and he is a central religious figure in their worship.[footnoteRef:67]  [64:  “The Revival of Slavery Before the Hour,” Daqib (ISIS, October 2014), https://clarionproject.org/docs/islamic-state-isis-magazine-Issue-4-the-failed-crusade.pdf.]  [65:  For more on ISIS’ theological doctrine, the author recommends her own unpublished paper, “A Pre-Cursor To Genocide: The Inevitability of Sexual Violence during the mt. Sinjar Massacre”.]  [66:  ibid. Chapter Two.]  [67:  Notably, though Azaziel Melk Taus is fundamental to the Yazidi community, the Yazidis are a monotheistic faith who likely emerge from Sufi roots in the 14th century. Therefore, while their geographic isolation and historic nominalization as “devil worshipers” partially accounts for why Yazidis have suffered 74 genocides throughout their history, many of their traditions and sacred figures are shared with the Abrahamic faiths. (ibid., Chapter One)] 

Due to the Yazidis’ veneration for “The Peacock Angel,” ISIS views Yazidis as mushrik (idolaters)-- a damning classification. As religious scholar, Steven L. Jacobs writes, “The theological dispensation of conditional tolerance for religious difference extended to the ‘scriptural peoples,’ was not available for idolaters or pagans. The alternatives for them were conversion or destruction.”[footnoteRef:68]  Thus, while ISIS abused Iraqi Christians, “malpracticing” Sunnis, and Shi’a, ISIS’ strategy with the Yazidis was utter extermination. It is important to note that many Islamic scholars throughout history were far more lenient with mushrik. While mushrik were always threatened by the potential for violence by Muslims, they were typically at least given ample opportunities to convert or to live as second-class citizens.[footnoteRef:69] ISIS’ theological interpretations attempt to return to the “true” Islam that does not include these interpretations.   [68:  Steven L. Jacobs. Confronting Genocide: Judaism, Christianity, Islam. Lexington Books, 2009. EBSCO, http://search.ebscohost.com.ccl.idm.oclc.org/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=sso&db=nlebk&AN=277569&site=ehost-live&scope=site.]  [69:  ibid.] 

	What ISIS characterizes as the pure, original Islam also manifests itself in its codification of sexual violence. The practice of slavery and concubinage do exist in the Qur’an. In Daqib, as well as other ISIS pamphlets with fatwas (religious decrees), ISIS cites numerous Qur’anic verse and hadiths to justify its practice of sexual violence. However, like ISIS’ policies on mushrik, ISIS overlooks centuries of Qur’anic interpretations that invalidate its practices of sexual slavery, domestic abuse, and other crimes of sexual violence.[footnoteRef:70] [70:  To learn more about the inconsistencies in ISIS’ Qur’anic interpretations, the author again recommends her unpublished paper “A Pre-Cursor To Genocide: The Inevitability of Sexual Violence during the Mt. Sinjar Massacre”.] 

ISIS’ doctrinal inconsitencies highlight not only its questionable legitimacy when it comes to its practice of Islam, but also, how sexual violence was a necessary modicum of control (in addition to religion). Steven L. Jacobs also argues, “religious difference is often superimposed on other elements of differentiation.”[footnoteRef:71] Religion alone often is not enough to compel the “in group/out group” dynamics that precede genocide. Jacob’s statement is even reflected in the Rome Statute-- gender is often used as a tool for differentiation and otherization. [71:  Jacobs. Confronting Genocide. (Lexington Books, 2009).] 

This theoretical application reflects that ISIS likely justified the practice of sexual violence retroactively as an additional form of control. In other words, ISIS’ haphazard and poorly enforced religious interpretations on the practice of sexual violence suggests that gender-based violence was potentially utilized more as a genocidal tactic than as a legitimate theological doctrine.[footnoteRef:72] Religious scholar Ariel Ahram argues that “ISIS is developing a hypermasculine state that is ‘instrumentalising sexual violence as a tool of state building.’”[footnoteRef:73] Extensive records of the Yazidi sex-slave trade reflect this very trend. Particularly when money was tight for the Islamic State, it would pay its fighters with Yazidi slaves. By reducing Yazidi women to mere currency, ISIS had a clear message-- you are not human. Academics studying the very topic of ISIS’ use of sexual violence describe: [72:  Mary Michele Connellan and Christiane Fröhlich, “A Gendered Lens for Genocide Prevention,” A Gendered Lens for Genocide Prevention, 2017, p. 48, https://doi.org/10.1057/978-1-137-60117-9_1.]  [73:  ibid., p.44.] 

By raping victims, selling them as slaves, forcing assimilation, and removing genitals, the in-group is showing not only its dominance and masculinity, but also the power of the patriarchal nation-state or empire. The message is, “we control your lives” and “we control your identity.” Further, “we control those most intimate parts of your life: your sexuality and in the end your sexual reproduction. You are no longer allowed to procreate. Only we – the dominant culture group – are allowed to exist.[footnoteRef:74] [74:  Jacobs. Confronting Genocide. (Lexington Books, 2009), Chapter 7.] 


This clear message of extermination explicitly reflects violations Article II of the Genocide Convention-- let alone, the Rome Statute-- on numerous counts. Sexual and gender-based violence was fundamental to the Islamic State’s strategy to massacre the Yazidi people.
Indeed, when the United Nations’ Commission for the Inquiry on the Syria Arab Republic made a report on June 15, 2016 to the UN Human Rights Council, it noted the dominant role sexual violence had in ISIS’ many attrocities. Moreover, in an extensively detailed forty-page report, the Commission dedicates ten complete pages to denoting the sexual violence committed by ISIS as a crime of genocide. The Commission ably cites the aforementioned legal precedents to justify their classification. In comparison, the sections “Crimes Against Humanity” and “War Crimes” each fill half of a page. The section, “Human Rights Abuses,” is merely one paragraph. The relative brevity of these latter sections does not suggest that ISIS did not commit crimes against humanity, war crimes, or human rights abuses. Rather, sexual violence was so fundamental to the Islamic State’s genocidal goals that by the time the Council analyzes ISIS’ other international crimes, there is little to expand upon. The general nature of the  genocidal crimes are reiterated in the latter sections, but there is little doubt that ISIS used a dual strategy of theological and sexual violence in its attempt to destroy the Yazidi people.

[bookmark: _4duqkpkm8688]Role of Media and NGOs
	Before continuing, it would be remiss to note the delayed timing of the UN Commission’s report; it emerged nearly two years after the beginning of the Yazidi genocide. In the years preceding the UN’s formal classification, many non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and media groups advocated for ISIS’ atrocities against the Yazidi to be considered a genocide. Two NGOs, the Free Yezidis Foundation and Defend International, particularly led the pack.[footnoteRef:75] Founded two weeks after the Yazidi genocide began, the Free Yezidis Foundation created monumental programs to assist Yazidis, including legal assistance for Yazidi victims, women’s centers to help Yazidi survivors of sexual violence cope with their trauma, and children’s centers to assist with the unique emotional and educational needs of Yazidi children abused by ISIS. Defend International was the first NGO to respond to the crisis. Beginning on August 4, 2014, Defend International sounded the alarm to the international community. Since then, the majority of its efforts have been aligned with advocacy to the global public. [75:  The Website for the Free Yezidi Foundation can be found here: “https://www.freeyezidi.org/#”.] 

Other notable organizations include, but are not limited to: the Global Justice System, the International Committee on Red Cross (ICRC), the Asia Pacific Centre for Responsibility to Protect, and Global Citizen-- Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect.[footnoteRef:76] While aid of the formal international community will be discussed in the next section, these NGOs were fundamental to early aid efforts. These organizations provided channels of survivor advocacy which were crucial to the classification of the crimes committed against the Yazidis as a genocide. [76:  Roche Christine C. Angeles, “Historical Persecution Towards a Contemporary Issue: A Systematic Review on the Continuing Neglect of Yazidi Human Rights,” Asian People Journal 2, no. 2 (December 30, 2019): pp. 92-104, https://journal.unisza.edu.my/apj/index.php/apj/article/view/115/112.] 

	Additionally, the media coverage of the Yazidis maltreatment was extensive and haunting. In November, 2015, the United State Holocaust Museum released a thirty-page report on ISIS’ targetting of the Yazidis and the status of the Yazidis since the ISIS attacks. The same month, National Geographic photo journalists published a moving photography series. The photographs depicted Yazidi victims of ISIS’ sex-slave trade wearing traditional Yazidi wedding dresses, with the hopes that the imagery would highlight the tragedy of the sexual violence the women suffered.[footnoteRef:77] Subsequent scholarly reports and news articles at refugee camps in the coming years continued extensively to photograph and document post-conflict realities with the intended target of the public consumption. [77:  Coburn Dukehart, “The Women Who Escaped Slavery at the Hands of ISIS,” National Geographic (National Geographic, November 24, 2015), https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338229805_Historical_Persecution_towards_a_Contemporary_Issue_A_Systematic_Review_on_the_Continuing_Neglect_of_Yazidi_Human_Rights.] 

Even during the first stages of the genocide, there was not a shortage of journalists and researchers documenting nearly every horror the Yazidis faced. Because of this, many reporters’ testimony is incredibly raw. A BBC reporter, Jiyar Gol, was even in OIR helicopters as Yazidi refugees scrambled to get inside immediately after ISIS overtook Mount Sinjar. When Gol writes about the helicopter ride he describes: 
The people we brought back are now on their way to the relative safety of a refugee camp. They had [sic] lost everything, but they are the lucky ones. As I drove back to Irbil, all I could see in my head were the faces of all those other people that we had to leave behind. They are ordinary people who, until last week, had ordinary lives, and who are now facing another night of fear on a besieged mountain.[footnoteRef:78] [78:  Jiyar Gol, “Rescuing the Yazidis: On a Helicopter over Mount Sinjar,” BBC News (BBC, August 12, 2014), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28766437.] 


Stories like Gol’s, and certainly, stories far more graphically disturbing than Gol’s, were quickly circulated around the globe during the crisis. Most early reports by government agencies include substantial references to articles by local Kurdish news agencies and by Iraqi branches of international media companies. Many Kurdish news articles were immediately translated into English, likely to serve this exact purpose.[footnoteRef:79] Moreover, media coverage helped direct attention to NGOs like those previously mentioned. [79:  Sabir Hasan Birot, “The Role of Ideology in Translation: A Study of the Kurdish Media,” Papers in Translation Studies, n.d., https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=cg7nBwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA24&dq=kurdish media translation english&ots=0C8C5f0wfO&sig=5ar11eCfV8Z4xityeJetkPBPr7Y#v=onepage&q=kurdish media translation english&f=false, p. 25. ] 

Without this extensive journalism and advocacy, international governments may not have felt as intense pressure to declare ISIS’ crimes as a genocide. Armenia was the first to recognize the genocide in December of 2014.[footnoteRef:80] The European Parliament followed just over two years later in February, 2016.[footnoteRef:81] The following month, the United States Congress also declared the acts against the Yazidis to be a genocide.[footnoteRef:82] Additionally, The Arab League was the first to condemn the crisis as an international crime, declaring ISIS’ actions as crimes against humanity in August, 2014.[footnoteRef:83] Notably, these declarations all preceded the UNHCR Report on the Yazidis that was released in mid-June, 2016. [80:  “Armenia Recognises Genocide of Yazidis in Iraq,” France 24 (France 24, January 16, 2018), https://www.france24.com/en/20180116-armenia-recognises-genocide-yazidis-iraq.]  [81:  Jack Moore, “European Parliament Recognizes ISIS Killing of Religious Minorities As Genocide,” Newsweek (Newsweek, April 2, 2016), https://www.newsweek.com/european-parliament-recognizes-isis-killing-religious-minorities-genocide-423008.]  [82: Elise Labott and Tal Kopan, “John Kerry: ISIS Responsible for Genocide,” CNN (Cable News Network, March 18, 2016), https://www.cnn.com/2016/03/17/politics/us-iraq-syria-genocide/index.html.]  [83:  Steven Addaman, “MENA: Arab League Accuses ISIS of ‘Crimes against Humanity,’” MedAfrica Times, August 12, 2014, http://medafricatimes.com/3105-mena-arab-league-accuses-isis-of-crimes-against-humanity.html.] 

❈❈❈
[bookmark: _94iiqr5yezx4]Current Aid Efforts
[bookmark: _i76vsoteig9d]Internationally Coordinated Efforts
	Despite major NGO campaigns, extensive media coverage, and formal classification by the United Nations as a genocide, international governments have pledged little to no direct aid to the Yazidi community. The primary reason for this inaction is that there are few stipulations attached to the United Nations Genocide Convention. States that sign the convention are required to specify their own legal definitions. Essentially, the convention provides the framework, but there can easily be variations. Notably, Iraq is not a signatory on the Convention, though the Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey, and Armenia are all signatories.[footnoteRef:84] For the sake of clarity, it is important to note that not agreeing to the UN Genocide Convention does not mean that a state can commit genocide. Nor is the reverse true-- that only states that signed the Convention can be punished for committing genocide. Genocide is considered ius cogens which means it is “a preemptory norm of international law.”[footnoteRef:85] What being a signatory does mean, however, is that signatories have a responsibility to “prevent and punish” genocide.[footnoteRef:86] [84:  Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 9 December 1948, (United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 78), p. 277. https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=IV-1&chapter=4&clang=_en.]  [85:  “Our Work: Definitions,” United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect (United Nations), accessed April 30, 2020, https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml.]  [86: “Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,” Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide § (1947), p. 280.] 

	Additionally, beyond the clause “prevent and punish” there is no further discussion of these words’ definitions nor of any examples of enforcement for a state to “prevent and punish” genocide. Though the obligation purposely remains vague to ensure that weaker states are not held to the same standard of administration as stronger states, the lack of clarity breeds inaction. This inaction makes the work of NGOs and journalists ever more important in pressuring states towards intervention. Without independent, non-governmental entities, victims of genocide are forced to rely on a state’s good will.
	Realist political science theories aside, there are significant steps that states can take to end genocides and punish genocidal actors. As previously described, genocides often end due to military intervention. However, there are many resources which can be provided to ease the suffering of a genocide’s victims. This section will focus on state policies to provide humanitarian aid and refugee resettlement. Due to the specific needs of survivors of sexual violence, the additional limited provision of psychological services will also be discussed. 
Notably absent from this section is the latter of the two key stipulations of the Genocide Convention: punishment of genocidal actors. There are many types of punishments possible, but the two most popular in genocides are economic sanctions and legal prosecution. Unfortunately, no government has substantively taken either course of action. However, the final section will discuss potential ways these tools can be implemented to hold ISIS members accountable for their horrific actions and to give Yazidis an, albeit limited, sense of justice. 

[bookmark: _2b2bksxlgv25]Humanitarian Aid
	Humanitarian aid efforts to the Yazidis largely reflected independent, state policies and did not result from internationally coordinated efforts. The two exceptions to this was the humanitarian assistance provided during Operation Inherent Resolve and efforts by the European Union. However, OIR’s humanitarian efforts remained limited to the first few weeks following the genocide; as Yazidi refugees left Mount Sinjar, OIR’s humanitarian focus waned and its military offensive grew. The European Union did attempt to directly assist Yazidis, providing €350 million (almost $480 million) in humanitarian aid for Iraq.[footnoteRef:87] Yet it was claimed that none of the funding has reached the Yazidis.[footnoteRef:88] The problem appears to lie in the rift between the Yazidis and the Kurdish parties that control the local government. Though it is likely funding is being sent to Mount Sinjar’s Ninewa Province, as the EU maintains, the Yazidis have very little control over resources entering the region, as previously described. Thus, it is unlikely that even specifically allocated resources are currently being received by the Yazidi refugees, unless the resources are personally distributed by local NGOs. [87:  Nikolaj Nielsen, “EU Aid Not Reaching Yazidi in Northern Iraq, Says NGO,” EUobserver, July 4, 2018, https://euobserver.com/migration/142272.]  [88:  ibid.] 

	The Yazidis’ struggle to receive humanitarian aid also reflects how many international governments address the refugee crises in Syria and Iraq as a monolith. Even states which have acknowledged the Yazidi genocide, such as the United States, UK, and France, have no records of funding pledged to the Yazidis. Rather, in 2017, the UK and France pledged £59.5 million (roughly $74.1 million) and  €10 million (almost $11 million), respectively, for humanitarian emergency relief for Iraqi and Syrian refugees.[footnoteRef:89] The US far surpassed both the UK and France, as demonstrated by Figure 6. USAID, the United States’ government-sponsored humanitarian aid program, has been, by far, Iraq’s largest humanitarian donor since the Yazidi genocide.[footnoteRef:90] Nonetheless, like the UK and France’s programs, USAID does not report any specific funds for the Yazidis; its aid reports do not even mention the Yazidi population, let alone the Yazidi genocide. USAID aid, like the EU aid programs, do detail specific provinces for assistance to be provided. These include the Ninewa province, where Mount Sinjar is located, as well as Dohuk, where the majority of Yazidi refugees now live in refugee camps.  [89:  Angeles, “Historical Persecution” Asian People Journal 2, no. 2 (December 30, 2019): pp. 92-104.]  [90:  “Iraq- Complex Emergency Fact Sheet #1, Fiscal Year (FY) 2020,” Iraq- Complex Emergency Fact Sheet #1, Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 § (2020), https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/01.23.20_-_USG_Iraq_Complex_Emergency_Fact_Sheet_1.pdf.] 

Figure 6: Humanitarian Funding for Iraqi[footnoteRef:91][image: ] [91:  ibid.] 



USAID programs may well be assisting Yazidis and even Yazidi survivors of sexual violence. In the USAID report on its 2019 aid efforts in Iraq it describes, “In October, community health worker teams reached more than 3,000 people through household visits in Anbar; nearly 2,900 people in Salah al-Din; nearly 12,900 people in Erbil and Ninewa’s Mosul city; and approximately 4,600 people in other areas of Ninewa.”[footnoteRef:92] The report even continues to suggest that mental health and psychological support (MHPSS) services have provided care to 2,000 women and girls in the Anbar, Baghdad, and Ninewa provinces.[footnoteRef:93] MHPSS does not further specify how many of these women and girls were treated in each respective province.  [92:  “Iraq- Complex Emergency Fact Sheet #1, Fiscal Year (FY) 2020,” 2020 § (2020), p. 4.]  [93:  ibid. p. 5.] 

Despite these hopeful figures, the lack of data on specific aid recipients makes it hard to know if Yazidis are specifically receiving aid. Like with the EU aid attempts, there is a high chance that local Kurdish governments are able to utilize international funds for their own needy refugees. While it is undeniable that there is a plethora of refugees from the region that need support, Yazidis face the additional challenge of being minorities within a minority. Because there is both the acute need in many other Kurdish communities and no specific stipulations that Yazidis must receive the aid, there is little incentive for the KRG not to help its own Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). The limited evidence from reports with Yazidi aid workers report these very trends. Funding is extremely limited, particularly for health care, meaning that the few health care providers must make do with the scant resources they are able to obtain. Yazidi survivors of sexual violence are in dire need of many more additional resources, as one testimonal describes:
Dr. Nagham Nawzat is a Yezidi gynecologist who has treated over eight hundred female Yezidi survivors. She reports that 90 percent of her patients were raped and most now suffer from depression and psychological problems, exacerbated by the fact that many now live in camps that resemble prisons, surrounded by fences with no privacy and little hope for the future. In addition to suffering from PTSD, her patients have pelvic infections, irregular periods, and urinary tract infections, as a result of the sexual assaults and filthy living conditions. The women arrive at her clinic emaciated, and often have anemia and skin diseases such as scabies and leishmaniasis, which is spread by sand fly bites.[footnoteRef:94] [94:   Otten, With Ash on Their Faces, (New York; London: OR Books, 2017), p.193.] 


Records like Dr. Nawzat’s serve as vital reminders that any misdirected funding only serves to leave the Yazidis further behind in the reconstruction of post-ISIS Iraq. Yazidi survivors of sexual violence face uniquely horrific daily realities in an already dire humanitarian crisis. For Yazidis to actually receive international support, however, aid must be distributed with significant oversight and intent direction. 

[bookmark: _ekonfix7r197]Refugee Resettlement

Like humanitarian aid distribution, policies for Yazidi refugee support vary widely between states. As previously detailed, around 300,000 Yazidis refugees are Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) that relocated to Dohuk's refugee campus or other Kurdish Iraqi territory. Around 10,000 Yazidis remain in Northern Sinjar, 15,000 in Syrian refugee camps, and about 30,000 in Turkey. These estimates were taken in 2015, however, reflecting how little current data there are on Yazidi IDP migration patterns. Regardless, there are a multitude of factors that prevent Yazidis from returning to their homes. In addition to the lack of infrastructure from bombings, ISIS attacks, and looting from local Sunnis, the Ninewa terrain is still littered with land mines and booby traps.[footnoteRef:95] Moreover, many Yazidis suffer severe PTSD symptoms; returning to decayed villages can sometimes be immensely triggering to survivors. Additionally, ISIS still poses a significant threat to Iraqi communities, even though it has largely moved underground. Many Yazidis, concerned about another rise of ISIS, feel vulnerable in their surroundings and have a deep mistrust for their Sunni neighbors.[footnoteRef:96] Though development projects and funding to Iraqi territories can help to rebuild these communities, this psychological component will require far more time and resources to overcome. In some cases, in which the trauma is so intense, repatriation may be the only way that Yazidi survivors can begin to live normal lives. [95: Abouzeid, “When the Weapons Fall,” ECFR, accessed April 30, 2020.]  [96:  ibid.] 

As the closest friendly territory to the Yazidis, Turkey has borne the brunt of Yazidi refugee settlement. Importantly, the classification of Turkey as “friendly” to the Yazidis should not be overstated; Turkey has adopted a policy of begrudging support for the Yazidis. Turkey, in general, is not enthusiastic about Syrian and Iraqi refugees because it remains concerned about an influx of Kurds associated with the PKK and YBG.  For many years, Turkey did not want to accept Kurds from the Syrian town of Kobanë for this very reason. Turkey’s refugee approach particularly reflects selective policies of the Islamist Justice and Development Party (AKP), a major political force within the Turkish government. Turkey only allows European nationals to submit asylum applications, while all other non-European asylum seekers are only granted temporary asylum if they qualify under international standards as refugees.[footnoteRef:97] Yet, under the influence of AKP, the Turkish government often uses its own discretion to determine refugee qualifications. A government note uncovered from December 11, 2014, described that “around 230,000 refugees from Kobanë as well as Sengal (the region where Yazidis are left in Iraq) should not have access to temporary protection status and, hence, should not have similar protection to other Syrians such as health care assistance.”[footnoteRef:98] The Turkish government’s justification for such policies was that the Kurds, particularly Iraqi Kurds, were not impacted by the Syrian civil war, and thus, were not refugees like Syrian Muslims fleeing Assad’s regime. This statement is both factually incorrect and a gross politicization of refugee issues. Clearly, Yazidi refugees fleeing ISIS and Syrian Kurds escaping the civil war were in dire need of humanitarian assistance. [97:  Korkut, “Pragmatism, Moral Responsibility” Comparative Migration Studies 4, no. 1 (March 2, 2016).]  [98:  ibid.] 

Turkey likely discriminated against the Yazidis due to both the Yazidis’ non-Muslim status and the Yazidis’ Kurdish affiliations. In theory, Turkey has made space for 17,000 Yazidis. However, reports suggest that Yazidis are often afraid to enter Turkish refugee camps due to Yazidi perception that AKC collaborates with the Islamic State.[footnoteRef:99] The former Prime Minister of Turkey, Ahmet Davutoğlu, even stated that Turkey supported 200,000 refugees from Kobanë, but records demonstrated that “there were only around 6,000 Kurds from Kobanë and 2,500 Yazidis in camps, while around 220,000 people stayed outside the camps.”[footnoteRef:100] Plainly, the mistrust between the Yazidi refugees and Turkish government goes both ways. Turkey, in its geographic position, has the best chance of helping the Yazidis, but it does not appear that meaningful support will come any time soon. [99:  ibid.]  [100:  ibid.] 

The United Kingdom,, also has refugee policies that, like Turkey, favor Syrian refugees. Unlike Turkey, though, the UK does not actively discriminate against Kurdish refugees nor does it discriminate due to refugees’ religious affiliations. The UK’s issue with accepting Yazidi refugees stems from its Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme (VPRS)’s focus on letting in Syria refugees. When VPRS was designed in January, 2014, it was created solely in response to the Syrian conflict. It designates that by 2020, 20,000 Syrian refugees will be resettled in the UK. Even though the UK recognizes the Yazidi genocide, VPRS’s requirement that the accepted refugees must be from Syria has barred Yazidis from receiving VPRS services. When Parliamentary members petitioned in 2016 to expand the program to refugees from Iraq, other programs were offered for the Yazidis.[footnoteRef:101] However, the same year, Brexit was announced, resulting in a surge of anti-immigrant hostility.[footnoteRef:102] The state of the resettlement of Yazidis in the UK, accordingly, continues to remain in flux. [101:  Angeles, “Historical Persecution” Asian People Journal 2, no. 2 (December 30, 2019): pp. 92-104.]  [102:  Katie Polglase, “After Fleeing Genocide, Two Yazidis Are Fighting for Asylum in the UK,” CNN (Cable News Network, July 19, 2018), https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/14/middleeast/yazidi-iraq-uk-asylum-intl/index.html; ibid.] 

The United States faces a similar challenge of nationalism amidst the Yazidi refugee crisis. While it is estimated that around three thousand Yazidis were resettled in the United States between 2014 to 2016, the election of President Trump has seen a dramatic decline in accepted refugees.[footnoteRef:103] In 2017, only 447 Yazidi refugees resettled in the United States.[footnoteRef:104] Trumps’ 2018 ban on migration from many Muslim-majority countries included Iraq, making it far more difficult for Yazidis to seek asylum. The US only accepted five Yazidi refugees in 2018.[footnoteRef:105]  [103:  “Terrorized by ISIS, Yazidi Refugees Find Welcoming Community in Nebraska,” PBS NewsHour (Lincoln, Nebraska: PBS, January 15, 2018), https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/terrorized-by-isis-yazidi-refugees-find-welcoming-community-in-nebraska#audio.]  [104:  “Breaking down the Stats as the U.S. Plans to Cut Refugee Arrivals to 30,000,” International Rescue Committee (IRC, October 8, 2018), https://www.rescue.org/article/breaking-down-stats-us-plans-cut-refugee-arrivals-30000.]  [105:  ibid.] 

In comparison to Turkey, the UK, and the US, France and Armenia have specific refugee programs for Yazidi refugees. As of 2019, France began hosting 130 Yazidi refugees. Though this number is significantly smaller than other nations’ refugee acceptance, France’s actions were motivated by significant lobbying by Yazidi activist and Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Nadia Murad, and her NGO, the International Organization for Migration. With this immense pressure, France is likely to continue expanding its Yazidi refugee assistance in the coming years. Armenia also may also offer increased refugee support. Around 30,000 Yazidis settled in Armenia in the early twentieth century, making Armenia a natural hub for Yazidi refugees. While initially Iraqi Yazidis fled to Armenia, many found the cultural differences between them and their Armenian counterparts quite striking. The numbers of Yazidis who entered Armenia and subsequently left are not reported, making it hard to track the effectiveness of Armenian refugee programs. Nevertheless, the religious ties between Armenian and Iraqi Yazidis does provide an opportunity for future resettlement. 
Canada and Germany currently offer the two strongest refugee resettlement programs for Yazidis. By December, 2017, Canada offered 1,200 Yazidis visas with a specific priority to the most vulnerable Yazidis-- the LGBTQ, single parents, the disabled, the elderly, and women/girls.[footnoteRef:106] Unlike other resettlement programs, Canada ensured that visas would be directly issued to Yazidis to ensure they did not have to wait in refugee camps for the average two to six years that asylum seekers often endure while their visas are processed.[footnoteRef:107] In other words, Canada ensured there would not be a long waiting process for Yazidis to be resettled. Canada also supported the Yazidi refugees with whatever resources it could. All refugees emigrating to Canada received a three to five day “orientation” program and many were encouraged to access legal support to help the refugee’s other family members join him or her in Canada. Upon entry to the country, the refugees also received English classes, transitional housing, and modest stipends to pay for expenses. About five hundred Yazidis are thought to have received psychological services, though the services are, admittedly, somewhat informal.[footnoteRef:108] The Canadian government reports itself that the refugee program has a long way to go. Some of these issues are logistical, such as the extremely limited number of translators that speak the local Yazidi language, while other issues are due to a lack of funding or organization. Nevertheless, the Canadian government took its own initiative to launch inquiries on how to make improvements, suggesting a strong commitment to ensuring the best possible experience for the Yazidi refugees. [106:  Angeles, “Historical Persecution” Asian People Journal 2, no. 2 (December 30, 2019): pp. 92-104.]  [107:  Lori Wilkinson et al., “Yazidi Resettlement in Canada- Final Report 2018,” Yazidi Resettlement in Canada- Final Report 2018 § (2019), http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/research/media/YAZIDI_FINAL_FEB14_2019.pdf.]  [108:  ibid.] 

Germany’s program, like Canada’s, extensively provides many resources for Yazidi refugees. However, Germany went even one step further when formulating its Yazidi refugee programs-- Germany has the only program specifically for Yazidi survivors of sexual violence. Canada’s programs do provide some psychological support, but serve the entire Yazidi community’s issues of trauma. While this is valuable, many female survivors report feeling uncomfortable speaking in front of male therapists or translators. By creating specific spaces with mental health professionals extensively trained addressing trauma from sexual violence, Germany has been able to focus on one of the most vulnerable Yazidi demographics. Moreover, program coordinators took extensive steps to prepare for the refugees, including setting up a camp in Duhok in January, 2015 to search for Yazidi women and girls in most dire need of treatment. An official who heads German’s program describes:
In tandem, preparatory work was done in 22 cities and towns in Baden-Württemberg, which accepted 1000 women, and in Niedersachsen and Schleswig-Holstein, which accepted 70 and 30 women, respectively. As well as preparations for medical and social care, preparations were made to help the women integrate into society. The women, the last of whom arrived in Germany in February this year [2016], are given German lessons, their children are given schooling, and all medical care and housing is provided for free.[footnoteRef:109] [109:  Dara Mohammadi, “Help for Yazidi Survivors of Sexual Violence,” The Lancet Psychiatry 3, no. 5 (March 23, 2016): pp. 409-410, https://doi.org/10.1016/s2215-0366(16)30004-9.] 


Though the program has received some criticism for not being held in the womens’ native homeland, the location of the program reflects the continuing lack of safety and development in the Mount Sinjar region. Moreover, the Ministry of Science in Baden-Württemberg, the host university for the program, granted the program’s head official €1,000,000 (about $1,086,000) to train psychologists in northern Iraq and set up an Institute of Psychotraumatology and Psychotherapy at the University of Dohuk.[footnoteRef:110] This project began in 2017 and still continues as of the time of this paper. Germany’s programming will likely continue to be at the forefront of trauma support for Yazidi refugees, particularly Yazidi women and girls who escaped the Islamic State. [110:  ibid.] 


❈❈❈
[bookmark: _kdonolgofwtp]Further Policy Recommendations
[bookmark: _n300yfkq3gxg]What is Justice?	
The UN Genocide Conventions’ clause “prevent and punish” makes clear that policies must be made to ease the suffering and ongoing persecution of the Yazidia. Yazidis continue to die at high rates from illnesses contracted in squalid, cramped living conditions, suicide, and lack of adequate food, clean water, and shelter. With ongoing Yazidi deaths, (albeit predictable) as well as the Yazidis’ inability to return to their sacred homeland, ISIS continues to succeed in its mission to destroy the Yazidi people and religion. Furthermore, ISIS has not faced criminal retribution for the many atrocities it committed, including its crimes of sexual violence, undermining the legitimacy of any international moral authority.   
In the spirit of this research and Yazidi advocacy, any future international policies regarding the Yazidis should specifically focus on the Yazidis’ best interests. For far too long, many states’ inaction, discrimination, and prioritization of self-interests have overlooked a key question: What do the Yazidis want? Yet, due to the immense coverage of the Yazidi genocide, the international community already has insight into answering this very question. One researcher even asked Yazidis the obvious, “What does justice mean to you?” The results, as depicted by Figure 7, demonstrate Yazidis’ desire for criminal prosecution,  protection, and international recognition. The following policy recommendations made in this paper will attempt to stay true to the spirit of the Yazidis’ requests.
Figure 7: Yazidis Respond- “What does justice mean to you?” (Graphics edited for clarity.)[footnoteRef:111][image: ] [111:  Payam Akhavan et al., “What Justice for the Yazidi Genocide?: Voices from Below,” Human Rights Quarterly 42, no. 1 (February 2020): pp. 1-47, https://doi.org/10.1353/hrq.2020.0000.] 


Revenge and Compensation
Fair trial of the perpetrators followed by punishment, if convicted
Healing wounds by sharing their experiences at the hands of ISIL with the world
International protection against further harm
International recognition of the crimes committed against [the Yazidis]
Don’t know/ don’t understand the question


[bookmark: _enral6y6zo1j]Criminal Prosecution
States’ most clear-cut violation of the Genocide Convention statute to “prevent and punish” is their near uniform disregard for prosecuting ISIS crimes. As such, ICC criminal prosecution is the area of policy reform that needs the most improvement. In fact, when the UN Commission for the Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic officially labelled ISIS’ behavior as a genocide, criminal prosecution through the ICC was one of its main requests. It describes:
The International Criminal Court (ICC) is, at present, the only international criminal tribunal that could have jurisdiction over ISIS crimes against the Yazidis. Neither Syria nor Iraq are parties to the Rome Statute. Consequently, for the ICC to be seized of the matter requires a referral of the situations in Syria and/or Iraq by the UN Security Council, the members of which are all contracting parties to the Genocide Convention. On 22 May 2014, a draft Resolution that would have referred the situation in Syria to the ICC failed after the Governments of Russia and China exercised their veto. There have been no subsequent attempts to refer.[footnoteRef:112] [112:  “A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities Committed by ISIL,”§ (2016).] 


In other words, trying a case in the ICC is by no means easy. To try an individual from states that are not members of the ICC, the case must be referred by the state on whose soil the crimes were committed. In Syria and Iraq’s case, as of 2016, no referral had occurred. As the Commission notes, this result is largely due to China and Russia vetoing the referral. China and Russia, as two of the five permanent member states of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), are granted this power. Russia’s act was likely a “publicity stunt.”[footnoteRef:113] Russia wanted to contradict the claims that its close ally, the Assad regime, committed human rights violations. It remains to be seen why China also vetoed the referral-- it had remained silent in the leadup to the vote.[footnoteRef:114] Regardless, initial attempts to try ISIS had fallen through. [113:  “Russia and China Veto UN Move to Refer Syria to ICC,” BBC News (BBC, May 22, 2014), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27514256.]  [114:  ibid.] 

	There is some argument to be had that the ICC process is too complicated and ineffective to be worth the effort. ICC critics will note that in the twenty years since the Rome Statute founded the ICC, the ICC has only convicted three criminals for war crimes and crimes against humanity.[footnoteRef:115] These cases cost roughly $1.5 billion USD, further discouraging potential case referral.[footnoteRef:116]   [115:  Akhavan et al., “What Justice for the Yazidi Genocide,” Human Rights Quarterly 42, no. 1 (February 2020): p. 1-47.]  [116:  ibid.] 

	Yet there are other options to be explored with the ICC, including the principle of complementarity. In essence, legal scholars argue that a state is allowed to act “when a national court is unable or unwilling to act.”[footnoteRef:117] These arguments are consistent with the ad hoc tribunals that preceded the cases of Sierra Leone, Cambodia, and Yugoslavia. Instituting the principles of ad hoc and complementarianism would allow states jurisdiction over ISIS crimes, allowing Rome Statute member states to fulfill the ICC goals without formally implicating the ICC. [117:  Stuart McLintock et al., “ISIS Foreign Fighters and the International Criminal Court - AIIA,” Australian Institute of International Affairs (Australian outlook, March 23, 2019), http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/isis-foreign-fighters-syria-icc/.] 

Such is the case, as of this paper’s publication in May 2020. An Iraqi man, thought to be part of ISIS, stands trial in Germany, accused of genocide and the murder of a Yazidi child.[footnoteRef:118] It is the first trial related to the Yazidi genocide to ever occur. Currently, celebrities in the field of human rights law, Amal Clooney and Nadia Murad, are part of the German prosecutorial team. [footnoteRef:119] Hopefully, their presence will bring greater notoriety to the case, as well as to the judicial complementarity approach. Unfortunately, however, the case does not have any specific mention of sexual violence. While it does specifically indict the ISIS member for “killing, trafficking or enslavement, torture, and deprivation of liberty as a crime against humanity,” it does not remain consistent with the recommended charges from the UN Commission.[footnoteRef:120] At this time, it is unclear why the German court does not indict the man on these charges. Gender and sexual-based violence is clearly elicited in the Rome Statute and are fundamental to ISIS’ strategy. This shortcoming has sparked confusion and disappointment from Yazidi advocates from around the world.[footnoteRef:121] Ideally, these charges will be included in future cases trying ISIS’ members for their crimes of genocide against the Yazidi people. [118:  Christopher F. Schuetze, “German Trial Accuses Iraqi of Genocide in Killing of Yazidi Girl,” The New York Times (NYT, April 25, 2020), https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/25/world/europe/germany-genocide-trial-iraq-yazidi.html.]  [119:  ibid. ]  [120:  Alexandra Lily Kather and Alexander Schwarz, “First Yazidi Genocide Trial Commences in Germany,” Just Security, April 27, 2020, https://www.justsecurity.org/69833/first-yazidi-genocide-trial-commences-in-germany/.]  [121:  ibid.; Sareta Ashraph and Akila Radhakrishnan, “Beyond Killing: The Critical Role of Gender in the Recognition, Prevention and Punishment of Genocide,” Just Security, December 14, 2018, https://www.justsecurity.org/61871/killing-critical-role-gender-recognition-prevention-punishment-genocide/.] 

	Even without the international community, Yazidis potentially can still seek justice from Kurdish or Iraqi courts. However, both of these justice systems are rife with issues. Beyond mere resource issues, many Yazidis have good reason to not trust that the courts will act in their best interests. Kurdish courts, like Kurdish politics, are deeply divided by political factions.[footnoteRef:122] KRG courts may be somewhat more attractive to Yazidis than Iraqi courts because Kurdish courts do not allow the accused the same standards of amnesty. Essentially, Iraq’s General Amnesty Law (No.27/2016) dictates that Iraqis can claim amnesty from offenses if they are able to prove they joined a terrorist group against their will.[footnoteRef:123] Yet there is much confusion over the exact laws applicable to Kurdish territory as a semi-autonomous region in Iraq, making prosecution of terrorist-related activities all the more difficult.[footnoteRef:124] Moreover, Iraqi and Kurdish courts alike suffer from immense political corruption-- it is largely believed that judiciaries can bribe their appointments to the bench and that the prosecuted can pay their way out of rulings. [122:  Akhavan et al., “What Justice for the Yazidi Genocide,” Human Rights Quarterly 42, no. 1 (February 2020): p. 1-47.]  [123:  ibid.]  [124:  ibid.] 

	Finally, Iraqi and Kurdish court systems struggle from antiquated legal codes that are highly inconsistent with the UN’s modern definition of human rights. Iraq’s Criminal Code (no. 111/1969) does not adhere to the standards laid out in the Rome Statute, particularly specific notions of prohibited sexual violence. As of May 6, 2016, Mohamed Ali Al Hakim, Representative of Iraq to the UN, asked the UN to “…set up a specific	international legal mechanism for investigating and bringing to justice the criminals of ISIL.”[footnoteRef:125] Yet what this would necessitate if the UN were to holistically prosecute the genocidal crimes would be a revision to Iraq’s Criminal Code or “to ensure that domestic courts have jurisdiction in relation to international crimes committed in Iraq.”[footnoteRef:126] Neither of these actions have yet to transpire. [125:  “A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities Committed by ISIL,” A Call for Accountability and Protection: Yezidi Survivors of Atrocities Committed by ISIL § (2016), https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/IQ/UNAMIReport12Aug2016_en.pdf.]  [126:  Akhavan et al., “What Justice for the Yazidi Genocide,” Human Rights Quarterly 42, no. 1 (February 2020): p. 1-47.] 

	In order for any legal cases to be taken up against ISIS criminals, it is vital that further evidence is collected. While Yazidi testimonials are plentiful, mass graves must be excavated and exhumed. If done carefully, this work should provide further evidence as to the sheer number and nature of ISIS’ crimes against the Yazidis, as well as potential information that can be used to identify individuals. It may also provide family members with important closure.

[bookmark: _95dnedhgjxyr]Standards of  Journalistic Integrity
	All future investigations must be conducted in a responsible and ethical manner. As previously detailed, a significant amount of work has been conducted to chronicle the plight of the Yazidis. While much of this work is well-meaning and has been important for public awareness, it has, nonetheless, been extremely harmful to many Yazidis. Talking about trauma is certainly one way of processing it, and Yazidi women do mention the desire to share their stories as a form of therapeutic release. Yet many Yazidis also desire to share their stories with the belief that doing so will improve their situation. An important report on journalist practices with the Yazidis concludes: “Two years after the initial attacks, most Yazidi women simply did not understand how such powerful countries, knowing of the horrific abuse being inflicted onto their community in captivity, did not prioritize their rescue from ISIS. For those who do understand, many were appalled by the continued global apathy on moral grounds and were outraged.”[footnoteRef:127] [127:  Johanna E. Foster and Sherizaan E. Minwalla, “Voices of Yazidi Women: Perceptions of Journalistic Practices in the Reporting on ISIS Sexual Violence,” Womens Studies International Forum 67 (2018): p. 60, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2018.01.007.] 

Unfortunately, this same study’s reports of journalist practices are deeply troubling. It found that eighty-five percent of Yazidi women surveyed had experienced unethical reporting practices.[footnoteRef:128] Many Yazidis were not consulted or even lied to about whether reports would remain anonymous, raising concerns that they or their family members would face repercussions. Journalists often pressured Yazidi survivors of sexual violence to tell their stories in explicit details numerous times. This created immense emotional distress and retraumatization for these survivors. One of the even more tragic components of the study suggested that many of the reports produced by these unethical practices did little to help the Yazidis interviewed. Instead, many of these articles played into voyeuristic media narratives of sex slavery and rape.[footnoteRef:129]  [128:  ibid., p. 53.]  [129:  ibid., p.58.] 

	Future reporting and investigation with the Yazidis must be done with greater journalistic integrity. These, as well as any future ethical breaches, are inexcusable. Consistent with the findings of the study regarding journalist abuses, the author recommends more than just a sheer recommendation for journalists to abide by ethical guidelines.[footnoteRef:130] UN and other government sponsored agencies must ensure that future scholars studying the Yazidis undergo training prior to working with Yazidi victims. The author recommends for psychological assistance to be available during interviews that recount traumatic experiences and for Yazidis to be compensated in some form for their participation. Finally, it may be helpful for the UN to form independent guidelines on reporting practices with Yezidis, with specific attention to sexual violence being a triggering subject. [130:  ibid., 60.] 


Increase of Vital Resources
	While legal prosecution and journalistic standards are new policies that must be implemented, current aid efforts must be changed and bolstered. The Canadian refugee program is a strong example of how resettlement efforts can be improved. As Canada reports, housing remains a serious issue. When Yazidis were given shelter in basements, the basements were noted to be triggering environments because many Yazidis were detained by ISIS in similar spaces.[footnoteRef:131] This housing issue also reflects the shortcomings of cramped refugee camps. As Dr. Nawzat earlier was quoted, the barbed wire, lack of control over one’s space, and other aspects of refugee camps can “resemble prisons.” Yazidi refugees, the vast majority of whom are thought to have complex post-traumatic stress disorder (CPTSD), require stable spaces that provide ample freedom of movement.[footnoteRef:132] [131:   Lori Wilkinson et al., “Yazidi Resettlement in Canada- Final Report 2018,”§ (2019).]  [132:  Ephraim S. Grossman, et al. “Preliminary Evidence Linking Complex-PTSD to Insomnia in a Sample of Yazidi Genocide Survivors.” (Psychiatry Research, US National Library of Medicine National Institutes of Health, vol. 271, 2019), p.161–166, doi:10.1016/j.psychres.2018.11.04.] 

	Even on a direct physical level, the state of camps pose health risks to the Yazidi refugees, demonstrating the dire need for increased international aid. The Human Rights Watch (HRW) describes one camp many Yazidis reside in on the Northern Syrian-Iraq border, al-Hol, as “deadly” and “appaling.” HRW reports it  “found overflowing latrines, sewage seeping into tattered tents, and inhabitants of the camp drinking wash water from tanks which contained worms.”[footnoteRef:133] The conditions of the camp may be due to the fact that aid has not specifically been designated Yazidis. Aid has been procured by Kurdish parties, sme of which are not friendly to the Yazidis, who chose to whom and where the aid is given. And, as many aid workers in the region suggest, aid needs to increase quite drastically for conditions to improve. [133:  Maya Oppenheim,. “Yazidi Rape Survivors Forced to Abandon Children of Isis to Be Able to Return Home.” The Independent, Independent Digital News and Media, 3 Aug. 2019, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/yezidis-sinjar-massacre-rape-iraq-isis-fighters-children-a9037126.html.] 

❈❈❈

[bookmark: _surmiu3wfbtk]Conclusion
Even to staunch advocates of the benefits of international coalitions, the international community’s response to the Yazidi genocide represents a failure. This failure occurred on two key levels: prevention and punishment. While this research focused immensely on the latter, lack of punishment does significantly impact future deterrence. To terror groups and, arguably, certain state actors, solely classifying actions as genocidal does nothing to prevent individuals from replicating the same horrific abuses in the future. ISIS’ treatment of the Yazidis did not change after international condemnation. The international coalition’s military response may have weakened ISIS, but it did nothing to alter ISIS’ problematic theological doctrines. If anything, extensive international coverage of unpunished crimes could serve as a message to other conservative terrorist organizations that ISIS’ strategy towards the Yazidis was somewhat effective. ISIS may have lost much of its territory, but continues to succeed in its devastation of the Yazidi community. By not punishing the Islamic State, UN reports on ISIS’ crimes may simply serve as roadmaps for future terrorists. 
	Failing to prevent and punish ISIS also brings into question the very purpose of the 1948 Geneva Convention as a whole. If merely agreeing to the convention is symbolic, how can genocide survivors have any hope they will receive substantive international support? International networks of humanitarian aid, though not specifically stipulated in the Geneva Convention or Rome Statute, could help to ease the impact of genocidal actors’ crimes. Yet, what the Yazidi genocide reflects, is that the classification of genocide has little impact on patterns of international aid. Iraq’s biggest humanitarian donor, USAID, does not even explicitly reference the Yazidis in any of its aid briefs. As humanitarian aid programs and refugee resettlement patterns reflect, the ability of journalists and NGOs to raise awareness of genocidal crimes, seems to be the most effective tool in pressuring states to actually provide support.
	Importantly, as this paper details, media coverage can often have extremely adverse effects on genocide refugees and only produce minimal effects. Germany and Canada’s refugee programs are the best examples for other nations to replicate, but, together, Germany and Canada only host around two thousand Yazidi refugees. The Yazidi genocide displaced hundreds of thousands of Yazidis. Formal international resettlement and aid efforts must result from genocidal classification. If not for the sake of the 1948 Geneva Convention’s integrity, for the sake of the genocide survivors. International efforts may be the only way to address the sheer number of genocidal refugees; one state alone cannot host an entire displaced population. And, with international coordination, universal ethics standards can be formally applied to any investigations, decreasing the chance for independent journalists to re-traumatize genocide survivors. 
	While this paper focuses on the international community’s response to the Yazidi genocide with a particular emphasis on opportunities for sexual violence rehabilitation, there are many other angles that future research should explore. As earlier suggested, if ISIS members face criminal prosecution for the genocide, future standards of international law may be impacted. At present, however, more research should be done that explores non-traditional implications of gender theory. For instance, the role of ISIS wives in perpetuating ISIS crimes and the impact of all-female militias, such as the YPG, are relatively ignored in the field because they do not neatly fit into conventional gender norms. Adam Jones, renowned genocide theorist, has begun to expand the implications of gender norms on genocidal crimes. By utilizing his framework, researchers may find a valuable starting point to link alternative gender theory to the Yazidi genocide. Current research should also explore the Yazidi genocide’s impact on young girls and boys. These Yazidi children, who spent many of their formative years suffering from abuse and captivity, receive significantly less attention than Yazidi adults. By being able to more comprehensively understand these recommended areas of study, future research will ideally be able to suggest more survivor-centric aid. 
	Though one would be hard-pressed to find positive reflections from the lived experience of Yazidis to date, the breadth of legally justifiable policies that can be implemented is a source of optimism. With concerted effort, states can independently enact resettlement and aid policies that benefit Yazidis. The research and mandate is there, all it will take for the Yazidis to truly be supported is meaningful effort by the international community. Particularly, by increasing focus on trauma rehabilitation and prosecution of genocidal criminals, the Yazidi community may be able to feel safe again. 
❈❈❈
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How do you screen shot ona PC?
More results from www quora.com

https://www.quora com/How-do-I-take-a-screenshot-on-a-Samsung-computer

What's the best way to capture screenshot on laptop? 55 ans)
How to take a screenshot in Microsoft Windows MATCH: Pres
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What Justice for the Yazidi Genocide?: Voices from Below

a. Justice at a Glance

In the structured interviews, respondents were asked, “[wlhat d
mean to you?” They were given a number of response options i

16 HUMAN RIGHTS QUARTERLY Vol. 42

(i) revenge and compensation, (ii) fair trial of the perpetrators followed by
punishment, if convicted, (iii) healing wounds by sharing their experiences at
the hands of ISIL with the world, (iv) international protection against further
harm, and (v) international recognition of the crimes committed against “us”
(meaning the group to which the respondents belonged). They were also
asked to indicate if they did not know or did not find the question applicable.
The responses of the Yazidi respondents are captured in Figure 2 below.
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Figure 2. Question: “What does justice mean to you? More than one answer 1o this question
is allowed "

At this stage in the questionnaire, Yazidi respondents indicated most
strongly that justice meant international protection against further harm and
fair trial of the perpetrators followed by punishment in the event of conviction.
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